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the course.

Before 2020, Blair looked at several
sites in Utah. He brought in King-Col-
lins, a well-known golf architect com-
pany, into the praject. It helped build
Sweetens Cove, which is billed as one
of the more entertaining and unique
courses in the country.

He zeroed in on land in Morgan,
about 45 minutes north of Salt Lake
City. It already had a golf course on it
called Round Valley, but Blair would
build overit.

“We'd do site visits, and worked on
some routings and different things
like that,” Blair said. “Obviously the
sale just never happened. I think there
were some differing opinions on how
much the property was worth and
what we could get it for. And if they
wanted to help and be involved.

“There were a lot of moving parts
to really get any traction on it at that
time. It was obviously just going to be
challenging and expensive, There was
still so much they kind of had to get
lined up and figured out. Just never
got to that point.”

Blair pivoted ard bought land in Aik-
en, South Carolina, in 2020. He turned
the forested land into a golf course that
is now fully functioning. He is the pres-
ident of the club and raised money for
memberships, hired staff and at one
point was booking guests to come be-
fore h:is own PGA Tour events.

He thought about taking The Buck
Club architectural plans and simply
building it in South Carolina, but he
held off.

“W

idn't know what [the Carolina
course] was going to be,” be said. “If
that was going to be The Buck Club, or
if it was going to be something differ-
ent. 1 still kind of held on to hope that
we'll be able to do something in Utah
for TBC."

The Tree Farm now is entirely dif-
ferent. It is built into the typography
of the land, which shares some of the
extreme undulations of Augusta Na-
tional rather than the more unique el-
ements of Utah. Blair also pulled some
styles from different courses he liked.
He went to Rye, England, and noticed
how the greens were protected by
wood. If you miss the green, you can't
putt onto it. The fifth hole at The Tree
Farm husnmcbﬂdunmu\d the right
side of the gree

“You h:wv to mxs! it way right for it
to come into play,” he.

Still, Blair is preparing !'nr whata
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Utah course would eventually look
like.

He's already modified some of his
original plans. At first, he wanted The
Buck Club to be a member-only, pri-
vate course. Now, he has flipped it to
be a public course.

Part of it is so that everyone who
helped The Buck Club get off the
ground, buying merchandise and go-
ing to the golf tournaments, can play.

“All those people, I don't think, nec-
essarily want to just join a club that's
in Utah,” he said.

He also acknowledged that having
aprivate club is more difficult in Utah
weather. Golf is seasonal in Utah. Get-
ting members to join from outside the
region typically requires good weath-

year-round. So, for example, when

v York has poor weather, people
can retreat to their membership club
to play. Salt Lake can't offer that.
“That was one of the big things I
learned throughout the whole pro-
cess was just the seasonality of a club
in Utah is a lot harder,” Blair said. “In
Utah, you're realistically trying to get
people out of good weather to come to
good weather. When it's good weather
up in the Hamptons and in the Dako-
tas, it’s good weather in Utah. But the
other months, when it's bad weather in
those places, people want a place to go.”

The actual course design is also in
flux. For one, the elevation in Utah
forces the course to be a bit longer
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than in South Carolina. The soil is
also a challenge in Utah compared to
different climates. The Tree Farm, for
example, was able to use all ¢
That wouldn't happen in Ut

Plus, in South Carolina
the holes were built into the natural
topography. In Utah, there would be
some holes Blair would have to build
from scratch and the land would come
second.

“It was just a completely different
style of architecture, building what-
ever you wanted,” he said. “It takes a
Jot more time, a lot more money and a

Jot more everything, basically, to make
it work. And that was one of the [orig-
inal] roadblocks that was kind of add-
ing up to the long list.”

But just as Blair is keeping that
dream alive, he's also living another.

As Blair heads into the U.S. Open
this week, he thinks his actual game
is the best it's been. He had a top-five
finish at the Zurich Classic in April
and was top-25 at the RBC Canadian
Open last week.

He still has days that pull him out of
contention too often. But that is some-
thing that the 2014 Blair would have
worried about. Now, he is in it for the

Jjourney.

“Feel like it's zll kind of right there,
just a matter of time before we get it
all to click,” he said.

And one day, he believes, The Buck
Club in Utah will click, too.
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You can
stop 10 by
taking four

David Hilbert was a Ger-
man mathematician who
died in 1943. He discov-
ered and developed many
fundamental ideas, inciud-
ing Hilbert spaces in func-
tional analysis. He claimed
that if one were to bring 10
of the wisest men in the
world together and ask
them what the most stu-
pid thing was in existence,
they would not be able to
di r anything as stu-
pid as ... what?

It does not require a
particularly wise man to
realize that to defeat a
four-spade contract, the
defenders must take at least
four tricks. How would that
thought have helped West
in this deal? He leads the
diamond ace: five, two, four.
What should he do next?

South opened three
spades to show a respect-
able seven-card suit and
5-10 high-card points. West
made a borderline takeout
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double. North raised, hop-

diamonds. (Yes, three no-
trump works here but is
probably against the odds)

What does East’s dia-
mond two

That he does not have a
doubleton, when he would
have started an echo (high-
low). If South has two di-
amonds, can lh« second
card disappear?

Only in
the contract cannot be de-
feated. Which four tricks
must the defenders get?

One heart, one diamond
and two clubs, or one heart,
two diamonds and one club,

This means that it must
be best to shift to the club
eight, high denying an honor.

As you can see, this de-
feats the contract. But if
West cashes the diamond
king at trick two, South's
second club evaporates on
the diamond queen.

Hilbert was talking
about astrology. Do you
agree?
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DRAFTY Windows? Cracked or WARPED Siding?
WE'VE GOT-YOU COVERED!

K-Designers has been in business for
45 years and we are a full-service home improvement company

who sells, installs, and warrants all our products!
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